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Lynne began the meeting by giving an overview of the campaign to get a full 

statutory public inquiry for the victims of the contaminated blood scandal. She 

thanked everyone for their courage and tenacity in continuing to fight for 

Justice. She spoke about the importance of ensuring that we have everything 

covered in the Terms of Reference.  She also thanked Julie Morgan for her 

support since the 1990s also Dr Dai Lloyd and Jane Hutt and the members of the 

Cross Party Group.   She explained that the victims have been subject to scandal 

after scandal – not only the infected blood they were given but also the treatment 

they have received since.  Lynne also explained that there are different payment 

schemes for victims in England, Scotland and Wales, and that those in Wales 

with more advanced Hepatitis C and HIV receive the least amount of money.  

Lynne said that compensation packages should be put in place after the inquiry, 

not ex-gratia payments.  Lynne said that she is very aware that any 

recommendations that come out of the inquiry will be the responsibility of the 

Welsh Government.  Lynne spoke about the meeting with Justice Langstaff she 

attended with Tony Summers Trustee and Michael Imperato on 14th March. 

Haemophilia Wales and the Cross Party Group gave the Inquiry Team copies of 

a joint position paper on the History of the campaign from a Welsh perspective 

and the suggested Terms of Reference for the Inquiry, this paper will accompany 

the final submission from our Welsh legal team. The Terms of Reference were 

discussed and Lynne asked everyone if there was anything further they would 



like covered by the inquiry so she can action them before the deadline of 26th 

April. 

 

Julie then spoke to the group and expressed how pleased she was that 

Haemophilia Wales, along with the CPG, have submitted strong reports and 

suggested terms of reference to the inquiry.  She added that we have such a good 

working partnership here in Wales and this shows the group’s unity to get the 

answers that victims deserve out of the inquiry.  Julie finished by saying how 

she looks forward to hearing from Mike Imperato about the next steps in the 

inquiry. 

 

Mike firstly addressed the group by saying that Lynne had given a good 

summary of the terms of reference.  He then explained that the inquiry has its 

own website now which sets out very clearly what Sir Justice Langstaff wants 

the inquiry to be like.  Mike praised Sir Justice Langstaff and explained that he, 

in his opinion, is one of the best people to head the inquiry.  Mike then went on 

to explain how the inquiry will work.  The terms of reference will be broad which 

will mean that there is wriggle room if we want something addressed that isn’t 

specifically noted.  There will always be things that crop up unexpectedly so we 

must prepare for that.  All those who want to make submissions to the inquiry 

have to do so by 26 April 2018 so Mike asked anyone who wanted to add 

anything to get in touch with Lynne or him as soon as possible.  Mike explained 

that the inquiry will begin in May (when Sir Justice Langstaff retires from his 

current job) and Sir Justice Langstaff will look at all of the submissions over the 

last few months and will make recommendations of terms of reference to the 

Cabinet Office who will then make the final decision.  Mike surmised that the 

first meeting of the inquiry will probably be in June.  Mike emphasised that one 

of the most crucial decisions for Sir Justice Langstaff at the beginning of the 

inquiry is which groups will be the ‘core participants’ as they will have access to 

funding for legal work, barristers, and have access to documents etc.  

Haemophilia Wales must be a core participant for the whole inquiry as this will 

help us a lot during the inquiry. 

 

Mike then went on to explain how important it is that in Wales we must 

continue to speak as one and show a united front, and that if anyone has any 

concerns about how the inquiry is proceeding to contact either Lynne or himself.  

At the moment we don’t know how long the inquiry will last, but it is a case of 

speed vs thoroughness, and whether resources are available.  Mike assured that 

group that the lawyers are the mouthpiece for the victims – if anyone wants 

anything changing please let him know. 

 

In terms of evidence gathering, Mike explained that Sir Justice Langstaff will 

decide who will give evidence to him, but he will also ask the core participants 

who they think should give evidence.  Anyone can be called to give evidence – 



victims, medical staff, politicians, civil servants – and no one can refuse to give 

evidence.  Anyone can also submit written statements which can include 

important medical documents to the inquiry for Sir Justice Langstaff to see.  

Mike assured that group that if anyone would like help in writing their 

statement to contact Lynne or Julie and then one of the legal team will be able to 

help.  Mike then explained that there will be special provision for vulnerable 

witnesses e.g. video recording, given evidence behind a screen.  Mike then went 

on to say that a good example of an inquiry to look at is the one that is currently 

ongoing for Grenfell Tower.  It shows what this inquiry might look like. 

 

In terms of medical records, Mike explained a further importance of Haemophilia 

Wales being a core participant – funding will be available to apply for all medical 

records as there is a charge to obtain them.  Of course, anyone who would like to 

apply for them ahead of time is entitled to do so. 

 

Mike clarified that the inquiry will be based in London but there is no detail of 

the exact venue yet.  Sir Justice Langstaff has expressed that he would like to 

travel around the country to gather evidence so that everyone doesn’t have to 

travel to London.  Mike said that if anyone is called to London to give evidence 

then all reasonable expenses will be paid if Haemophilia Wales is a core 

participant. 

 

Mary Grindley then asked if the terms of reference submitted by Haemophilia 

Wales included people who live in England and want to be represented by 

Haemophilia Wales. 

 

Lynne responded by saying that there are quite a few people in England who 

want to be represented by Haemophilia Wales.  Mike added that it is fine for 

those living in England to be represented as long as the majority are Welsh. 

 

Julie asked Mike if there were lots of groups in England wanting to be core 

participants.  Lynne answered by saying that Collins Law are representing over 

700 English victims, and there must be others we don’t know about. 

 

Christian Howells (Barrister) then went on to explain that local issues to Wales 

must be looked at.  Sir Justice Langstaff wants to look at support payments and 

we must show that the amount people receive in Wales is different to England 

and Scotland.  Christian added that Sir Justice Langstaff will look at fault and if 

the fault lies with the Government then statutory compensation payments must 

be made. 

 

Mary Grindley asked if the compensation will be varied depending on the 

different viruses or personal circumstances.  Christian thought that payments 



should be the same across the board, but Mike added that it should depend on 

the impact on a person’s life. 

 

Sue Sparkes reiterated that it should be same across the board.  Widows of the 

future should be taken into account.  It should be that the name of person 

affected should get the sum of money – this would mean that no one is left out or 

forgotten. 

 

Christian then added that this is why witness statements are so important as it 

shows your personal story.  If payments are part of the terms of reference then 

all of this will be looked into.  It will probably be that payments will be decided 

in categories rather than on a case by case basis. 

 

Mike explained that we are here to hold the judge to account too, as well as 

aiding him in the inquiry.  If he makes a certain decision that we are not happy 

about that we can challenge him on that. 

 

Julie then asked the AMs in the room if they would like to add anything to the 

discussion as time was running out before they had to go into Plenary. 

 

Rhun ap Iorwerth AM expressed his support for the whole campaign and how 

important it is that we have unity in Wales.  Unity was especially important 

when the Cabinet Secretary came to hear some of the victims’ stories and our 

call for an inquiry.  Rhun emphasised that he is always happy to help and 

support those that need it. 

 

Janet Morgan raised the issue of a post mortem being refused for her late 

husband. 

 

Tom Jones explained to the group that the Welsh genome has higher clinical 

scores of disability and that there is research going on at the moment around 

this.  Tom also wondered if the commercial interests in America would be looked 

at in the inquiry.  Christian confirmed that commercial interests would be looked 

at.  

 

Christian mentioned that we need to find all those that have received blood 

before a certain date and they need to be tested.  They need to be made aware of 

what is going on. 

 

Tony Lane told the group that his wife was contacted in 1997 because she had 

contracted HIV from a platelet donor.  He feels that it is amazing that the Welsh 

Blood Transfusion Service were able to trace the 9 patients that had been 

infected by that donor.   

 



Christian confirmed that Northern Ireland will also be included in this inquiry. 

 

Lynne explained that David Thomas, Tony Summers and herself met with Brian 

O’Mahony who headed the Irish inquiry about 5 years ago and he gave her 

enough detail to push forward with the UK inquiry. 

 

It was suggested that those in Ireland got between £1300 and £5.2million by 

Tony Lane which emphasises that there was no consistency across the board for 

compensation payments. 

 

Mark Isherwood AM confirmed his commitment to support those going through 

the inquiry.  He was delighted that North Wales has been represented and urged 

those from North Wales to use any North Wales AM for help.  He stressed that 

people living in remote places must be considered. 

 

Christian added that the inquiry will look into deliberate concealment – using 

infected blood when it was know there was a defect.  Mike said that if there are 

findings of criminality then this will be passed to the CPS to be investigated.  

Christian asked if he could be contacted by anyone who knows they had their 

medical notes changed or lost etc.  He added that the Department of Health have 

nowhere to hide – they will be summoned for evidence. 

 

Tom Jones asked if people could submit their evidence in Welsh.  Mike confirmed 

that they could. 

 

Jodie Sugar raised issues around consent for treatment and trials.  

 

Mary Grindley asked Mike about the letter she had received about 

compensation.  Christian confirmed that it was not about compensation but 

group litigation.  He explained that there are two parts to this – first the inquiry, 

second group litigation.  Both are completely separate from each other.  We will 

have a separate meeting to discuss group litigation in a few weeks’ time. 

 

Mike explained, from a personal injury perspective, that the deceased person has 

a claim to compensation plus any dependents 

(wife/husband/children/grandchildren).  You need a grant of probate to do this, so 

the letter that Mary received was to make sure that everyone is aware that this 

needs to be in place for any group litigation that takes place. 

 

Sue was concerned that the judge said that those who signed an agreement in 

1991 regarding those with HIV would not be able to sign the new group 

litigation.  Lynne confirmed that this was incorrect as the agreement was not 

deemed legal. 

 



Jason Williams, Nigel Miller and David Thomas asked for the side effected and 

long term effects of treatment for HIV and Hep C to be included in the Terms of 

Reference.   

 

Tom asked if the judge would be looking into incorrect death certificates i.e those 

who asked for Aids/HIV to not be put onto death certificates as cause of death.  

Christian confirmed that a recommendation can be made to the coroner to 

reissue death certificates.  

 

The meeting continued with victims and their families telling their personal 

stories about the scandal. 

 

Lynne thanked everyone for coming and said she thought this was a very 

worthwhile meeting.  She reminded the group to send her any points they would 

like to add to the submission by Thursday 26 April. 

 

The meeting was brought to a close. 

 


